. Imwer s fall unpetus

for program to get children -

" to wear bicycle he]mets‘

BY SHERYL HARRIS
bearvn Jmirnal soff writer

Mark Hilkert doesn’t remember.

much about the spill he took as he
was biking on Akron- Pemnsu!a
Road.

. 'He was lmocked unconscwus, ]
and the details of the acc:de_nt and K

what caused it are Fone
Whal he cannot

at his bike helmet later. -
It was cracked through. .

Hilkert, a lawyer who spectahzes '

in personal injury cases, is con-
vinced that wearing the hetmet
saved him serious injury in 1991.
So a few years later, when his
Akron law firm, Scanlon & Gearin-

ger, was looking for & public service -

project 1o launch, it started a pro-
gram aimed al getting kids Lo wear
bike helmels.

“Some of the work we do, we
see people who are injured badly
when we know that if they were
wearing a seat belt or if they had
(worn) a helmet, that wouldn't hap-
pen. So it's sort of a nateral
for us lo think of," Hilkert said. "“So
we conlaeted some of the schools in

the area and they were really €n- -

thusiastic about it.”
The firm visils about 10 schools
each year. Elementary school chil-

dren hear a lecture and watch a

video on bike safety and then spend
a2 month or 50° composing poems,
rap songs ot paragraphs to e:q:nlain
why wearing bike helmels is so im-

portant. ‘The winners get bl.ke hel- .-

mels and stickers.

.As bike-riding season slarts with-

a vengeance, adults across the re-
gion are tryingto teach Kids how to
" slay safe.

Bike-related injuries are one of

the leading causes of accidental .-

death in children 5 to 14, and it is
estimated that more than 400,000
children & year go to the nation's

emergeticy rooms for tmatment af- -

o himmnla seidanie

orget is ']uolung :

'Bill Bent of .
“University ' .
M - Heights rides

{ -overthe

" bridge at Lock 5
o 29in -
N Pgmnsula at’ Wy
the start of ;-
‘what he sald .,
was his third
" bike ride of i
‘the season.”
For tips on
bicycling
N safety,
.- inciuding a Ilst_

" of booklets
and classes, .,
withan
N emphasison -

- guidelines for -
chlldren, see >
Page C3. i

-ssud

His ohservahuns are borne out
by a 1991 study by the U.S. Con-

‘sumer Product Safely Commission,

which estimaled that only 15 per-
cent of children under 15 years old
wore helmets all or most_ of the
time when cycling. *

DeMoss says convineing riders
that helmels are erucial to their
well-being will lake time, -

“It's like safety bells in cars. No-

body would wear them at one-
_point,” "DeMoss said. "It takes a
-long-time” to change attitudes, -

* Ohio Sen. Grace Drake, R-Solon, -

doesn't want to wait. Last month,

- Drake infroduced a bill (Sen. Bill

128) that would make it mandatory
for bike riders to wear helmels.

- Munroe Falls makes bike hel-
mets. available to.restdenis for

Lt

S? aﬂ The normal pnua ar a good
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- overall sal'ety

I's nol uncommon.for prwate
groups to get involved in safety pro-
grams. Although good inlentions tie
behind such programs, spoensors
are olten aware of their public rela-
tions value. -

The Ohio Association of PedJal-
ric Nurse Associates and Practitio-
ners decided ils new program was
a great vehicle for letling children
and their parents know about their
profession and ils ‘concern 'with pre-
ventive medicine, -

" The nurses gave safety lectures
and passed out more than 3,000
bike helmets to second-graders.in
more than 25 Ohio counties. includ-

. ing Medina, Porlage. Sumnut Stark

and Wayne,

Seanlon & Gearinger sla.r'led its
program afler a hrainstorming ses-
sion on ways to improve the image

of lawyers. It may well be workdng.

"People are ve.ry-appredative af”
it,” Hilkert said, "They can't believe
lawyers are actually doing - some:
thing beneficial to the community."”

Uniontown Police Chief Steve
Woll launched a bike rodeo, which’
debuls in May, in hopes that culbi.
valing good relationships with chll‘.
dren will pay off as program gradu-
ales grow up.

“With the lack of respect. thnt
adulls have -toward autherily, we’
want to show Lhe kids that they can
trusi us and tum to us in times of
need,” he said. "By putting on spe:,
cial programs like  this, we can
show the children that we want lo
be their friends, Just not somebody
who writes tu.ketb a

Correspondent Joanne Malene
contribuled to this report. -
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