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DY DAVID KNOX
Berutwe bl Ay unker

Twehve-yearold Kristen Hilkert
loves her father, a lawyer willi Lhe
Akron firn of Scanlon & Gearinger.,

But thal didn't stop Knstea from
finding bee father's clicnl linble foc
5100000 in dwmages for Ot
down a pedestrian.

The evidence thal Kristen and
seven other girls silting in the jury
box heard yeslerday convinced
Lhem that the driver was ol faull in
the acadent

"She was drinking and under.
age,” Krislen said.

Ol course, the case wasn't real.
‘The mock trial held yesterday in a
Summit County Common Pleas
cou was part of Toke Our
Daughters To Work Day.

Pulting on a trial for the kids
was Lhe idea of Liz Bever, ecommu-
nications director for Scanlon &
Gearinger,

Bever sugyested thal 2 hulf-day
educational program would he
1| more valeable thar the vsual roy-
line of having daughters shadow
| their parenls as they went about
:!| their wore
1L was really neat to ghve hem
"y a better understanding of whal
their parents do,” Bever snid.

: For the sake of realism, Bever
arranged o use lhe oourtroom of

- | Judee Mary F. Spicer, who was on
| vacalion.

ik ,

1Dad, your
1] * Eight girls make rational, reasoned decision as jury
in mock trial for Take Our Daughters To Work Day

personnel ployyed the roles of he
parlicipanls in the mock iral. The
case was a civil Jawsuil filed by a
pedestrian, supposedly struck by a
car on High Strecl near the Polsky
Buidiny:,

Tre 27 year old driver™ adniit-
led on the watness sland that she
had bwo beers, But the victim eon-
ceded Lhal she was jaywalking be
tween parked cars.

“H was hard (v fell what's the
truth,"” suid Bever's daughter,
Amanda, 180 “But I liked deciding
who was al Bl

Megan Tummer, 15, daughler of
Kris Turner, a legal secrotary wilh
the firm, said the jurors split on the
firsl vote, Four thought Lhe driver
solely at BwlL The other four folt
the pedesirian bore al least some
respansibility.

Further deliberalion quickly
yielded o unanimous comprotise,
Megan said, wilh 75 percent of the
blane placed on the driver and he
remainder on the pedosirian,

“The 25 percenl was hecause
she jaywalked," Kristen said,

‘The jurers decided a broken nrm
and leg and a ecomvussion were
worth $100,000.

Kristen's father, Mark Hilkerl,
s2id the mock (rizl dramaliecally
demanstraled how the legal syslent
WOrks.

“We're nol LryiméLnemarily tn
cocournge them o be [wyars,” he

cijent’s guilty

what wo do." ;

The girls also lcamed what hap-[4
pens belore a case evor gels to the
courlroom. i

In @ morning session held at Lhe
firm's offices, Michael J, Del Medi
o, the altorney for Lhe pedestrian i
plaintill, and Pamela Beals, a para- &
legal who payed the mle of Lhe
victim, demonstraled “how ke talks i Sy
bn 4 clienl for the firsL Ume.” said Fos
Mepan Turmer. “Then we got infor-
malion aboul what the paralegalsg
and seerelaries do. %

“I thoughl it was very insight-3
ful"

Caitlin Del Medico, 9, agreed. 1§
learned (hal there was a ot going %%
on behird the scenes .

Colleen Harl, daughler of Lawyer
Patrick J. Hart, who played the role
of the judge, summed up the expe-
nence. il

"Il was different from TV — B

;
g

lallday spen! wilh Lbeir paren
was vilueble, it didn't change their
minds abou! carcer ambitions. Plste
Colleen wanls to be a veterinari- B
an; Megan's goal is to leach physi- K #
cal education and coach baskelball, L5
“I'd [ke Lo be a marine biolo-
gist," Amandz Bever said. 3
EHer inotlver sid there was some
conlrpversy when she propased Lhe |
idea. ?
"Someone in the office said, s,

"Ist’t this diseriminatory?’ " she $1G g

said. “Muybe next year we'll have g4 ;

T

.

The fm's lawyors and support

said. “We just wanied them to see

Bring Qur Children To Work Day."
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