Fire truck érash costs
Stow $3.8 million

By Richard MeBann
A M 1ml WY

The cily of Slow today agreed
10 pay $3.8 milllon 10 the parents
of a Syearoi) grl who sullered
permanent brain damage when
Lhlr car was suock s January
by a flre Uruck,

“We have s uagedy here. Mon-
ey has been exchanged 1o relleve
the famiy from ther burden,”
smid William Michaels Lhe ciy's
allorney.

David and Ruth Ann Walter
will be paid il million immedl-
ately under terms of & seitlement
anaounced fo Summit Coumy
Commea Fleas Courl.

The Walters also will receive
35,000 a month for a1 least 30
years to care (or thelr daughter,
Elizabeth, wha (s in a coma

A second, lumpsum payment

of 51 millen will be made 1o Lhe
parvnls afier thal Ume.

‘The monlhly paymenly, howey-
er. will contimee as long a5 the
Elrl Uves.

““The {amily wants to put thls
behlod them.™ said attorney Tim
Scanlon. ""They have accepled
Betay a3 n very special child, and
wanted Lo end Lthe uocertaioty
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Crash suit to cost Stow $3.8 million

Miss Klever $3.1 mifllon, but

Cartlaned fram pags 41

ind Udgauon

How moch of Lhe setliement ac-
~ually will be pald by the city and
v much will be paid by I io-
urance company could natb be
zaroed. but the Ty hus at least
4 mulon Unbilty coverage.
Mr. and Mry Walters of Wash-
nglon, [, fed a ¥3.5 milliom
wwmit after thedr car was sriuck
“an. I, 192 by a Stow fire tTuck
hat rea m red light at 1be ioter-
ecllon o! Darrow “apd Keot
aada

Walter, his wile and two other
1ildren aleo srere inhoed.

The city bas maid the Are o
AX Armwering an call
md, therviore, Slow was immune
om Llabllity ooder Chlo law.
Buumm;wlupemcurd-
§ of commurications between
ispatchers and the trock. the
mnergeoey had been callsd off
. od Ubee trock crew was told W go
aton Ho. 1 om Derrow Roag

bowt m {eet. ppulh of Eﬂt-
ol "

(ﬂa--...‘.:-

The driwr of lhn flre ek
Lbhen asked the dispaicher 1o open
b rear door of the staton,

Seconds Laler, Lhe crazh oc-
curred.

While not admiltng Labllity.
Sipw olScalx belleved Lhey would
lose the lawsull, Micbaels &id
loday.

""The staria of the law Ia re-
gard o the labllicy of cides Is
unclear, There was just Lo great
n risk {of osing) Wb take the case

Maya €. Paul Hutehimeon de-
clined to comment oo 1he sertle-
menL

Michasix lan mouth won a 333
milllon setilement lor the family

dlS-nl.Mld Aloom boy who
after an aoddent

plnlym&mlhtmckdall!n
o aoctdent oo Hudew Drive in
May 1939,

he bad mied [ $9.1 mllla,
clalming the city was respormitde
lor the accident becauss [t falled
to cepalr the roadwny.
In April 1531, & Summit Couty
Common Pleas jury awarded

M.l:rl-l 1981, on \be Ean Ex-
pressway.
. The mitlement, Lhe largest in
Mchumit County himory. W w ba
pulrn'rnl.ldomleuummu--
-
[lmlhemmdm.lh'u'lm:-
related lawsult * b~ “=sught
aguicst Slow Lo cecwmt Jram
7 tamt Oclober, Erends Kiewver,
1%, received & 1.1 B mitaf-
cmiulﬂemﬂ.tlhqﬂw
el

e ———

Camion the pwarg
cnhtd new trial
lmul.hn-rmmn
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