Recycle
lawsuits

settled

Plaintiffs get
$5.5 million

By Marcis Mysts
Heseon AT et

Setilements reported 10 total
close to $5.5 million were redched
Wedneaday for victims_repre-
sented in the fve mmmli‘imr-

- sults stemming from the
Energy Syatem plant explosion
three years ago.

The settlements bring to &
close all itigation resulting from
the 1984 explosion and rmake un-
necessary a trial to determine I-
abliity that was to begin

* The agreéments were red
a day after three other Injured
workers settled thelr damage
gults for unansounced sums.

‘The explosion and fire killed

three workers and

In & waste sliipment exploged in
the plant qwaed by the”city of

Court, defendants In the lawsulta
Including the clty of Akron also
agreed to drop numervus erOER-
claim sults they had filled agalnst
each other,

paymen
would be followed by monthly or
" ¢’ payments, they sald.
Individual awards are difficult

1o estimate In several of the
cases, aliorneyn sald, since agme
of the victlms have opted for
structweed cetileraents, in which
an award Lo directed to an insur-
ance company to manage on thelr
behalf.

The sults setiled Wednesday
were Inltisted by the Tamilles of
Dale Liller and Willam Griggs;
both of wham were killed 6 the
explosion; -and Kenneth Bell, Em-
I Katona and Kenneth Johnson,
_all of whom were injrrerl.

A tolnd of nine olaintiffs !ll.ed

Last five recycle plant suits settled

Contineed fram page A

lawsults agalnst the deflendants
tollowing the hecldent. Court tea-
\lmany Indicated that & combina-
tlon of paint bases and solvents
originating from a Mobil Chaml-
cal plant In New Jarmey and
transported to the recycle plant
by S&W Waste 6 Keamy, N.J.,
led to the'exploalon,

The luwnults named the clty of
Alaon, which owns the plant; Trl-
cfl Rescurces, which operated it;
Mobil QU Co.; S&W; Ohlo Clul-
zens Bank of Toledo, and truck-
ers who hauled the wame to Ak-
ron.

The three workers who setiled
thelr lawsults Tuesday were Mi-
chael Aller, Freeman Mire and
Mark Kaval Jr,

The damage questions In the
nine cases were complicated by
Lhe insolvency of the Integrity In-
surance Co. of Paramus, N.J.,
which held $38 millon worth of
Insurance for the city of Akron
and S&W.

*1 think the breaktbrough
came with the reality that If we
could nat settle, SEW wbuld have
le go bankrupt and that probably
would have stayed all of these
cases for many months,"”.said at-
torney Donald 5. Vaflan, who
represented S&W.

But Summit County Common
Pleas Judge Jamea P. Winter
sald the $1.4 milllon jury verdict
awarded in July to the lamlly of
Henry Teasdale, who dled in the
accldent, also helped resolve the

canes. The jury awarded that.

sum for Teasdale's pain and sul-
teting belore he died, for the
monctary loss 1o his family, and
tor hls widow's méntal anguish.

*“That verdict gave a number’
which the other cases could
measure against,” he sald.

Two men injured in the explo-

- slon, Johnson and Katona, sat In

the back of the courtroom as Win-
fer ‘announced the resolution of
the lgngthy case.
. Katona described the settle-
ment ds “a rellef,” but declined
further comment.

His attorney, Timothy Scanton,
cajd the resolution means “'a
chance for the victims and thekr
familles to put & litle hit of this
behind tham,

"It's the end of a tough casc,"
sald Scanlon. |

Johnson decllned to comment.

Bul his ottorney, Randal Lowry:
sald the end of the lawznlt docs
not finizh the problems {t has
caused for Johnson, whe, he sald,
has developed posat-traumatic
stress syndrome.

“It'was & horrendous, hotren-
dous Incldent and the amount (of
the award), &t least on behalf of
Kennoth Johnsen, will never put
the Incldent cut of his mind, He
llves with it day In and day dut."

The number of pariles
suits and the high interest in the
case had lad Witter 1o schedule
the trial {n the audltorlum af the
Morley Health Centér, actoss

Broadway from the Summlt

County Courthouse,
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