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Limits sought for ATVls'

‘ DlKUb'_UdIlgBI'UU.b, VlLle bdyb

By Jim Carney
Bracon Journsl shafl writer .
. John'McKl!nley worries about young peoplq
riding all-terrain vehicles —.for good reason.

McKinley, 35, was paralyzed from the neck
down In an accident nearly eighl years ago in
" Portage County. .

“They're dangerous. 1 don't see anythlng
safe about them," McKinley said of the popu-
lar off-the-road, three-wheel vehicles with the
blg, sott Hres,

McKinley, who wore 2 -$2.5 million judg-
ment against Honda, the manufacturer of the
ATV he was ridin,g when he was huri In
October 1979, Is nat alone In his worries.

There Is a growing chorus of voices calilng
for; imits — and even bans — on the bikes
because of the number of deaths and injliries

ong riders.

A e time, Lhere is a new emphasis
among -‘trade and indusiry groups on
safety cation for riders.

ATV, alsg avallable in four-wheel models,
can cost $800 to more ‘than $3,000. When
introduced several years ago, they were used

primarily as utility vehicles on farms, but’
today only about one-third are used for work,
according to industry officlals.”

. The three-wheel ATVs are genei-ally con-
sidered to be jmore.unstable and therefore
more dangerous, actording 1o experts. . -

More than 644 people have died and more
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than 272,000 have been Injured In
ATV aceldents since 1982. ac-
cording (o the Consumer Product
Safely Commistion.

However, thase numbers could
be conservative, Many deaths
and Injurles involving ATVe are
not repored to police since they
occwr on private property and are
not considered highway acci-
dents, In Obio, there are no sla-
tistles on ATV deaths.

The American Academy of Pe-
diatries reports that 30 parcent of
ATV Injuries nvolve chidren 5 1o
14 years gld, and more than 40
percent of the ATV deaths Ln the
Inst tlve years involved youths 16
and younger.

The emergency room at Chil-
dren's Hasplia}-Medical Center of
Akron may treat Iwo or Lhree
ATV injuries a week during lhe
summer, according 10 Dr. Rabert
Feller, director of the division of
emergency and trauma.

“ATVs are one of the most
dangerous things invented,” Fel-
ter sald, "The worst part is the
head and neck Injuries.”™

Proposals ta restrict ATVs In-
clude:

® A call by the Consumer
Product Safety Commission for a
valuntary ban on the manufac-
ture and markeung of ATVs de
sigoad for chlldren 12 and under,

® Legislation drafted by Ceo-
lumbux attorney Michael Garth
Moore thal would Improve salely
features on the bikes, require
dealer-supplied training and man-
date a label on ATVs
that do not have a rollover bar
and occupant-resiralnt sysiem.
The legislation has recetved no
spoasors in the Ohio Legislature.
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® A call by the pedlatrics
group to recall all ATVs and ban
producdon vntl]l the vehleles can
be made safer. The group -also
believes chlldren 14 and under
should be prohlbited from using
them.

The Annals of Emergency
Medicine reported recently Lhal
ATVs have “ipheremt stabllity
problems and are riddep in dan-
gerous areas by many people who
have been drinklng, and often by
ehldren under 16."

In the last decade, more than 2
mlllen ATVYs have been sold in
the Unhed States, according 1o
Roy Janson, president of the
American All-Terraln Vehicle As-
sociation.

In 1estimony before a congres-
sional subcommitiee last year,
Janson sald his group belleves
thal people who buy ATVs should
recognize the inherent dangers In
motorized recreation and “‘that
problems result primaridy from
how a vehicle s used rather than
from lts design.™

U an adull buys an ATY for a
child, Janson sald. 'that adull
must assume Lhe responsibillly
for Lhe use or supervision of that
use of that product.”

“And this does not mean re-
sponsibillty for some of rhe use,

" ATVs are one of tho most dangerous
“things invented. The worst part is the
hqad.and fieck injuries. §

part of the use or mosi of the use
but 1o all of the use." he sa.id.
““This responsibility is absolate.”

The Specialry Vehlcle Instmute
of America has begua a nation
wide campalgn lo promote safety
awareness and rider education.
The group olfers several [ree
ATV salety booklets 1o people
calling 1-800-H74700,

One booklel, Parenls, Young-
stars and ATVs, glves tips oo how
10 determine if a child is old
enough to ride an ATV,

“ATVs have unique handling
characteristlcs.”” the booklet
says. ''Serfous personal lnjury
can result from Lmproper use of
ATVs."”

Alan R. Isley, president of the
Insutute, sald the lederal govern-
ment has ool proved a design
fNaw In ATVs. “It's more the mis-
use by the vehlcle owner,™ he
sald.

Dave Young. saies manager of
Mark Smith Honda in Akron, said
his sales force tries to steer ATY
buyers o four-whee] models {f Lhe
drivers are [nexperienced.

"I1's bad business when we sell
a three-wheeler and they gel
hurt,' he said.

Young said as many as 300
ATYs a month are sold at his
dealership during the busiest

monihs of September through
Januvary.” Corrently, he sald,
about half of the ATVs sold are
three-wheelers.

In Ohdo, there is no safety edu-
cation requirement for’ young-
slers who drive ATVs.

Dhlo law allows youngslers un-
der 12 10 ride ATVs on thelr par.
Ans' or guardian’s properLy.
Youngsters 12 ta 16 years old can
ride on other private property i
accompanied by an adult with a
valld driver's license and can
ride on state-controlled land If ac-
companled by a parent or guard-
{an, according 10 Bureav of Molor
Vehicle spokesman Frank Ryan.

Atlormey Moore said that al-
lowing a young child to drive an
ATV “'Is worse than pultlng a
h.:ded gun into the hands of a
kid.™

It ks essential "'that no one un-
der 16 should operate them.' he
said.

However, McKinley knows thal
children are not the only ones a1
risk.

McKintey said he was drinking
beer the day of his accldent and
that he was responsibie for the
accident. He was raversing a-blll
when the bike started to tip. In-
siead of giving the blke more gas.
he put on tbe brakes and ‘Uipped
over, landing on his neck.

Hls atorney, Tim Scanien of
Alkron, was able 1o convioce the
court that the ATV Is & danger-
ous machloe and won $2.5 milllon
for his client trom Honda.

McKinley, a divorced [ather of
o, Uves in n $R35.000 house in
Suffield Township with wheel.
chair ramps and Lt 1o get him
in and ocutl of bed and in and on
af a whirlpoal in his bathroom.

Belore mis accident, he was a
Coca-Cola truck driver and a la-
barer on consuruction jobs.,

He‘spen! several months io
hespitals in Cleveland and War-
ren and 35 years in a Tallmadge
nursing home before moving into
his house alter his 1985 court set-
tement,

"I'm a statistie,” McKinley
said. “"There are a lot of people
oul there like this. If I can stop
one person [rom geltng hurt or
¥illed. thal's what T want.™
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