Adulits held
liable for

underage
drinking

By-Jol Limbaeh

Bascon Jounal st werar

A'Canton man who sarved beer —
o a IT-yearold girl while they
watched a Cleveland Browna

llable far the death she caused in
a drunken driving accident, the
Ohlo Sopreme Courl “ruled-
Wednesday,

The unanimous court decision
was heralded Wednesday by local
and state offlelals of Mothers
Agalnst Drunk Driving, who £did
people who give alcohol to under-
age if Tesponsbil-
ity for drunken driving accidents.

People who supply dlcohol to
minora or to knawingly Intoxicat--
ed persons or to persons-whe they -
kmow will get behind the wheel of
a car should Be loind Just mh
gullty u the drivéT themselves,”

id jponett, state ad-
mlnlm-ator or MADD. - ;

“I'm glad the courts are Anal-
ly getting strict on that,” sald

A L]
tor for MADD's Stark County
Chapter. *'So many parents don't
think anything about allowing al-
cohol at (teen-age) partles.”
The high courl's decision has
Implicatons for any Ohlsan who

. Bells or gives alcohol to someone. -

ander 21. It stems from - a-$1.1 ©
.milllen lawsnlt agalnst an Indl-
vidual and a tavern owner after
Lhe Oct. 9, 1983, death of Kathryn

“—Mitselt=6tmofCantan. Her death

Fas caused by Jennlfer Johnson,

ormerly of Muslllun, who wWag

then 17 years old. -
Accdrﬂrng—tu-court -recurds

See ToP coum', pqg-i'l__"
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Coutimned frem page A1 - peals in Cahton - upheld ihe dis. o
Johnson's hlood alcahol level was missal in April 1987; Hilkert ap-

——D26 Hmes more pealed to the Supreme Court,
than the gtate’s 0, 10 percen *——-Mthougb-&mt-smmm_

lim{t — when her car went lett of Court decislon ruled that a Fost .
center at 8:42_p'm. on Perry Who gives alophol to 8 guest [sn't”
Drive In Perry Township and Tesponsible for the acts’of the ~
car—in—guaa—Jus Ge A S
which Mrs. Mitselt was a p- wrote o Wednesday's declsion
. e o prsse that Jt's different {I the gwest s .-
Mry., Miisefl’s famlly sued underage.
Douglas R. Wheeler of Canton, It's against the law to give al. -
who allegedly served four beers cohol to & minor, so Whesler cgn -~
to Johnson, and Willlam G. be held responsible for the dealh
Jormes, owner of Reedurban Tav- because he violated Ot e By — —
a on Tuscarawas Street West In  glving beer to a 1?-yenr~old
ton. Dvoglaswroter— M . _
. Court recortds_say Johnson,  Hilkert sald Wednesday, "Ir
now of Merlden, Fonn:, visited oaly makes good sense Lthat-If §t Is
Wheeler's home and had four, . agalnst the law to serve a minor
Jbeers, Wheeler knew she had not ~ gicohl, that someone who serves -
reached tha age of 19, the legal ft can be held responsible If that
age for drinking beer at the time. minor injures or kills & person. -
The state's legal drinking age Im happy that Mlchael! Mitsel
~—wastalsed-to 21 on-July-31, 1987, _ will finally got hlg day ln'court™ _*
After leaving Wheeler's home  crog G, Pelinf, & Canton aw:
at 4:30 p.m., Johnson visited the yer who represenls Wheeler, sald -
Reedurban Tavern, where she Wednesday he was ot surprised
agaln was perved alcohcl She Teft . by- lhe déciston “that soJfieone

at about 8:30 p.m. and caused .
2 the sceldent that kiled Mrs. Mit- Egef@fmm giloorcan .

~ Seff, pe.
-yl _Pelin] sald_that J‘uhﬂson nnﬂ -
Mnﬁnign I;"ﬁ’ p%umlg- Wheeler had known eac “ofher — —
by reason of aggravated vehico. frorn high echool and, that - -she’
lar homiclde and drunken driv- md‘“ iy obeivig ber Ith' .
ing. She served five.months of o _ Dithday when the' fatal mishap.
six-month septence at a atate seomTed.
girls’ faelllty at Seloto Village, "“"Even .i.f she d.[d ‘hnv’e*xuur .
In September 1984, Akron law- ~ Deers-on-that day,:we don® L‘th.lnk',—“
yer Mark Hilkert Hled the lawsult thase beers conititmted to, het: In. ==
on behall of Mrs, Mitseff's hus. toxicated state A¢-the-timeol the - -
band, Michsel, * amlde‘;zt I1cn- Lh:ltdthe lfquf“bem .
Wheeler asked Stark County caused the acéldent: e
T Comlzan Plewy Judge-Wiliam-A-—said. _“Fgu hdurs-‘elapsed from. -
Morrls to dismisy t.hecuunSgp.- U e mpcliént, saw Her-undl-——
 tember 1986-Wheelet malntalnad LT e
" that as a host who-served-lquor .. | Gawyer' Rlchard-, Ketfler: ol s
to m guest, he was not lnble for Masslllon. who' répresents ,the
Iu]urle: caused- By that-goest. -—owner lurban-Tav
the caze, apd. declined {3 cbrnmént, ﬂying hb
.-t.heELh_Ohlo I of Ap=—toudir'treen-the I'n.l -
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