22 in area make
list of top lawyers

By Katia Bysrd
B Jouns bu: writer

All right, all you snobs who
thought you had to go to Cleve-
land to find a pood lawyer. A
soon-to-be-published survey says
that the Akron area has 22 of the
“best lawyers In America,”

The list of local legal beagles
who made the 1989 editlon of The
Best Lawyers in Amerlea in-
cludes such well-known attorneys
as James L. Burdon, who defend-
ed convicted child-murderer Rob-
ert Buell; Edward C. Kaminski,
wha has represented Goodyear iIn
labor disputes; and Timothy F,
Scanlon, who won 2 $2.5 million
settlement from Honda for a cli-
ent paralyzed in an all-terrain ve-
hicle accident.

The biennial book, whose first
edition was published in 1983, ig-
nores some esteemed local law
practitioners, and lists none from
Canton. Furthermore, the book
includes few women — only one
Akron area female attorney is
mentioned — or minorities,

Co-creator of the book, Steven
W. Naifeh, a Harvard Law School
graduate, acknowledged the sur-
vey is not ''scientifle’” and some
excellent lawyers fall through the
cracks.

Naileh said he and co-creator
Gregory W. Smith, who run a
smali New York Clty publishing
house, initially had attempted to
de a scientific poll. But, Naifeh

said, they discovered that the

“"very best lawyers In each com-
munity are not going to take the
time to fil} out a {lengthy) form.”

So the team decided to take an
easier route. Naifeh sald the
yearlong polling process involved
confidential telephone interviews
with 7,500 lawyers who essential-
Iy were asked: "Who would you
send a [riend or relative to if you
couldn’t handle a matter in your
own [ield and in your own ]uris.
diction?"’

Consequently, Naifeh said, the
book tends to favor older, estab-
lished lawyers over minorities
and women, many of whom are
relatively new to the field. Naifeh
sald the omissions of such groups
concern him and that wllth each
new edition, elforts are made to
find the less-obvious superior at-
torneys.

In a tactic that sometimes
eliminates Lhe more controversial
attorneys, lawyers are asked
their opinions of previously nomi-
nated peers in their area.

While Naifeh said the book has
been praised by leaders of the
American Bar Association, two
local lawyers had not heard of
the publication.

Duane L. Isham, a corporate
attorney with Roetzel & Andress,
made the list but said he has
never seen the book. Nenetheless,
Isham said he was flattered.

“It never hurts'' to show up in
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such lisis. he said.

Alron Bar Associalion prosi-
fdent Bradioid “Buck™ Gearinger,
of Scanlon & Gearinger, didn't
make the list, but his pariner,
Timothy Scantan, did.

Gearinger said the survey ap-
peared to be 8 “rather subjective
thing." But then he joked, “'§i
-lhey rank Scanlon in there, thoy
(the pollsiers} are very objectlve.
... Ive often said §f I need a
lawyer, and 1 could afiord Sran-
len, I'd hire him."

The $82 book is available onty
by mall from Woodward:Whhe
Inc., 300 Central Park W., New
Yark, N.Y.. 10024,

Here is the list of area lawyers
in the bhook:

® Nankruptey law: John J.
Cuy and Ronald N. Towne of Guy
[Lammert & Towne: aml David M.
Hunter and John A, Schwemler of
Brouse & MaDowell.

® Uosinesy Uigation: Norman
5. Carr of Hoelzol & Andress,

® Corparate law: Klchard A.
Chennweth of Nuckingham, Doo-
Iittle & Burrouphs; Duane L. Is-
ham of Roclzel & Andress: anrd
Itoberl . Reffner of Brouse &
McDowell.

a Crimins) defense: James L.
Burden of Burdeon & Merlitii.

® Lahor 2nd emplovment law:
Willlam B. Gore (labor) and Ed-
ward C. KamlInski { management)
al Buckingham. Doolitle & Bur-
roughs; an! Kenneth R. Millisor
[management) of Mllisor & Ng-
bit,

#® Natoral resoorces and envl-

- rehmeptal lnw: William 1. Ca-

plan nf Buckingham. Doolittle &
Nurroughs.

® Personal Infory Ntigation:
K. Richard Auphenbaugh (delen-
darts) ol Rectzel £ Andress; Or-
ville L. Reed I {delendants) of
Dickinghain, Doollttle & Bur-
roughs: and Timothy F. Seanlon
{plaintitfs) of Scanlon & Gearin-
ger.

o fleal estate law: John M.
Tecple of Geiger. Teeple, Smilh &
Itahn ( Allinnee).

® Tax and employee benefliy
Inm: Frank A. Leltieri of Amer
Cunningham Brronan: amd llab-
crd W, Malone and David H. Wil-
son of Buckinpgh»m. Dowlltite &
Nurraughs,

& Trasts and esloles: Patricla
A. Pecemiz of Duckinghnm, Doo-
lItile & DBurrcughs; and Michael
I.. Stark of Stark & Knoll.
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