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Jury awards family $674,000
for BB gun shooting accident
Five yea!;s and several trials after incident at lake,
teen-ager blinded in right eye receives damages;

defendants' insurance companies reust pay claim

BY FRIC BANDETEOM
Beacom Journe! siaffriir

It has been flve years gnee '

Willam. Swanzon blinded. Todd

th-a-BB—1

riﬂe at the Turkeyfoot Helghtls
subdlvision in Franklin Township,
On Friday, after four days of
Lestimony. Swanson's degd cost
family's insurance company

{-years, . .

“11’s been one of those
dark clouds that follow .
you arodnd for 4%

GARY BAKER

8674 071,

A"BB rifle ori an evidence table
in front of Summit County Com-
mon Pleas Judge Gler Morgan
had been fired by Swansen on
July 29, 1987. Next to the rifle

- were M-rays of Baker's head,
From across the .couriroom, -

Eaker.19 and his parents, Gnry
i and Rosemary Baker, faced Swan:

A. and Anita’ K. Swanson, for,

. what was probably the lagst Ume

7 ‘since the ordeal began.

There was 0o joy.
“It's betn a war,” sald
-~ Swansomn

“fainar of b .-m

o -
.leavesa
Icaded gun accmme to a teen-
ager Is aaklng for troubld,” sald
the Bakers' attorney, 'I'Imothy
Scanlon.

The verdict capped a marathon
civil~case that was waged from
Morgan's couttroom up to-the
Chlo Supreme

to coun texl:l.mnny,

T Wilam Swanson and hl teen-age

:rl.ench swimming at a gmall-
lake. In Turkeyfoot Helghts when

“It's been one of those da.rk _B.aker and-his. Irlends_insulted

clouds that follow you around for
414 years,” Gary Baker sald, -
A jury awarded $660,000-In

" compensatory damages far the es-

finding that pegligence by Willlam
—Swanson - and- hfs-parentxcontrfi— —

timated financial losy Baker will - emergen-
cy.operations at Children's-Haspl--

sulfer in the future, plus §$14,071
- Baker sald his son, a senlor at

thern. Swanson got, his father's BB

rifle from home, almed It at a tree
100 feet awdy, but instead hit
Baker.

Baker undérwenttwo

where Swanson's [athér 1s an an’

Green High School, "'would much - - estheslologist. Hla eye could not be

ral.her have his eye than-thewion-

'I'hefmr-mn.n rmnmmm
delibekated three hours before

saved .
“These are two veryslce famil-
lles that misfortune brought to-
the Swansms' a

Rohertonh said aMter the verdict
—Veas read, ThEY re appy tor Bave™

it behlmi them..'
The Bakers sued (he Swansons
for $750,000, and later amended

e claim 1o $2 mullion,

Economic experts had testfled
_that Baker's Impalred vislon
, Wauld reduce his enrnings po

~ﬁai—m by-up to $500,000 over hls
etim

The Ba.'-tm attorney, Scanlon,

“saldTin olming argumenis ﬂut
- Baker was awed up to $900,000,
which included $400,000 far Bak-
ﬁ'?‘_lﬂ_ﬁt right to_enjoy a normal
e,

———The—case stalled when twn in-
surance comnpanles refused to pay

damages. .
Swanson's father had pollcles
with Physlrlany Insurance Co. of
Ohlo and Cincinnatl Insurance Co-
Both firms went t court, contend-
Ing they were exetnpt from paying
damages because their pollcles ex-
clided Intentional actx of harm:
Judge Morgan ruled against
them, finding'that the Injury was
accidental and that the Insurance
clalm should be pald.
The Akron-bazed Sth Distr:ct
Court of Appeals reversed Mor-
's declalim.
- But In 1591, the Ohlo Supmme
pourt atfirmed -Mbrgan’s -ruling
that the Insurance companies
showld caver any damages. -
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