Jury vindicates Turner;

erd-Courier slaff wriler

| Former  Raveons  banker Ed
umer can fipally pul the nine
ierst vears of his life behind him,
bw thal he won his dignity and a
.8 million lawsuh wgaingt Bank
oe on Friday in Summit Counry
hrumon Pleas Couwrt

Tumer, 6], who became known

|
'g:l]:lﬂah Onolrey

Company ordered to pay ex-Ravenna banker

1o Ravenna residests for his com-
munity spirit and foe hit work on
the Ravenna Balloca A-Fair, was
viee president of Bank Omnc in
Ravenna before becoming head of
the intallment loan deparunent In

Akmon,

The 578 million award fs be-
Lieved (o be the lazgest civil award
s the history of Svmmit County.

His 30-year banking career was
desgoyed In 1983, when Bank

Coe fired him beeause his depan-
ment made dozzas of bad Yoans 10
customers of wo Wajkem car
deaderships In Stark Counry. Al-
though Tuper fired 1he man wha

was beld responsible as head of
the departinent.

Turoer's misery began when
Bank Oue .toM itc bonding com-
pany the bank suspected Tamer

wins $7.8 million

While bending companies do =ot
cover bad loams resuling from
mjudgmmt. they do reimburse
employees are foand
guilty of faud
For two years, the case with the
bouding . company was mot re-
solved aod Bank One pever sub-
mited proof of dishonesty. The
mater was dropped when the ear
{See Ex-banker, page A€)

h page Al

hak Ope later charged Turper,
erly of Rgndolph, with frand
rackeleening for ihres bad
be made in 1982 and 1963
ling $120,000 10 Camlyo
hse of Atwater. Strouse filed
uptey before paying off tho

brper and Bank One were oot
enly victims of Strouse. In
years, she and Ler boyfriend,
il Abbe, defrauded 11 other
baoks of mom than §1 mil-
apd were scot 1 priscn in

19E9, 16 days before Turoer
10 be tried oo rackelesring
es in federml eourt, Bank
Hropped ils case,

Ilhovgh Tomer wit never

|

krship paid for e bad loans. -

oo the accusabiops, his pame *

was pever cleared. Afier his firing,
he could bot get apother banking
job, because of hix fes to the
dishonesry charges. He ended up
telling mep’s suity at an area
sh?{g‘i’ng mall.

r filing bankrupicy 1n 1984,
losing his Racdelph home, snffer-
m! 1 heant amack ard plunging
inlo the depihs of despair, Tumer
decided to fight baek. He sued

. Bank Ope for 510 million for

abusing ihe legal process and
cusivg him cmotional distress.
Aticrneys Tim ScanJop and James
Rudgers seprescoled him,

Foday afiernoon, a  Summit
Counry juy wwzrded him $7.8
millips — $3.6 million for abus-
ig the lcpal process and $42
million for emotional distress.

"l am so happy this is over,”
Torper caid Friday, ‘It fecls like

the weight of the world has been
lified off my shoulders.™

All Tormer waaled way the
chance 1o Lell his story and be

vindicated, be said.

“'ve always believed if I had
the chance ta tell what reatly hap-
peued, anyone would believe it
be said "The bank pever asked
me what heppeoed, They Just sued
me 1 was Just memfied when {t
happeoed, berause everyope ln
Ravenoa tmows cveryope’s busi-
nesd, I've had s rough road to go,
but now dm ic's over, § fee) like a
péw man.”

Turner said he :ppn:mul:s the
sapport bhe received from about a
dozca Ravesnans who testified for
him ""You can't replace that kind
of fricodship," he said.

As for future plans, Turmer said

he hat po idex what Is pemu for

acrually handled the Joans, Turner

“l ve been Lldng cvery day as
it eomes,” he said. T have po
plans for the future, } just want to
get on with my life"

Bank One’s adomey, Lawrence
Bach, seid the bank will decide
swheiber (0 appeal wilhin the pext
two weeks,

"] think this jury was swayed
by emotione] iestimopy and did
not consider 1be tesdmopy of the
bank,” Bach said, “While a fed-
eral court found Lhere was reeson-
able basiy for a suil (agzinst Turn-
er), this jory =25 pol convinced,'”

Bach also said large comporas
tons always have problems with

juries in lewsuils egaizst well-

respected  individualy, sweh 2
Twuer, who present themselves
well.

wag dishopest in hs Joag dealings.

ix-banker is awarded $7 8 million

Th.mughuul the case, Bank One
contepded L had proper motives
10 file ¢harged against Tumer.

Evidence presented by the bank
rumyr.d Tumer as being care-
15,

They Intreduced evidence 1o
show Turzer leot too much money
to Stovse for n 1968 Corvetic,
cven by standards for classic cars.
The busioess she peeded n Joan
for =wat oot tegistered with the
suate, The house he sppralsed and
used 3 collateral for a 570,000
lJoan was valued on the tax books
at 52,500.

Turper's anomneys maiotained
the bank went 100 far and that the
only reason he was charged with
dishcoesty was o Lhe bank could
ge1 reimbursed by the bonding
compaoy.
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