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i Injured
{ man gets

A2 NECCORO-COUMER

Jury awards coupléjg -
$615,000 in lawsuit;: |

By AENEE BROWN

T-N Rinl Wiflaw

A Baitic aren muon and his wile
were nwarded $815,000 by a jury

Tuesday [ar injuries he suslained -

afer his pickup slammed lno o
Tuscacawas Counly dump Lruck
in 1989

Tonald J. II and Jill Richard-
son of 31792 Township Rd. 216,
Fresno, were awnrded $315,000
and %300,000 in Individual dam-
age awards alter the jury delib-

‘ arated aboul 1% hours. Because -

jurors decided Donald Richard-
son was 10 percent negligent In
the Dec. 28, 1989, accident in-
volving o county Road and
Bridge Department dump truck,
the Richardsons® totel monelary

" gward wlll be reduced by 10 per-

cent, bringing the total 1o
$553,500, e,

All elght jurors unanimously
declded Road and Bridge De-

partment employec Michael Au- -

bihl of New Philadelphia was 50
percent negligent in the aceldent.
They also unanimously declded
Richardson's aclions contributed
Lo his own severe head and brain
injuries.

Robert Royer and Maura

ll - sconlon, aitorneys for the Rich-

ard-~ons, claimed Aubihl was neg-
Jigent because he parked his
iruch on Crooked Run Rd. 10 os-
sis. a slranded motorist bui
didn't turn on his Nlashing lights
or use road marckers o alert on-
coming trallic. Royer said in hisg
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" 1aw by nol being able to stop. No

$185,000

Flagger for Davey
was hurt in 1991

By Bernle Gearon
Record-Courier stalf wrile

An Akron man who was struck
by a wuck in Hiram Township
while Ragging tuffic in 1991 was
awarded more than $85,000 in
damages Thursday by 2 jury in
Porage County Common Pleas
Court .

Thomas Mishler was working
as 1 fapger for Davey Tree Ex-
pert Co. in Kent when ho was
struck by a North Shore Express
truck on lan, 31, 1991 on Ohio
82, according 10 court records. ‘

Mishler was awarded $185,783
in damesges. He had sought
$300,000 for permanent injuries Lo
his left foo1 and leg.

Anomey James Rudgers of the
law offices of Glinsek, Higham
and Kristoff represénied Mishler,

Mishier can walk but is mo
longer employed with Davey Tree,-
according 0 Liz Bever. n spokes-

rson for the law firm.  ~ .

. ''His foot required three major
sirgerics, S0 doctor visits and 50
physical therapy sessions,”” Bever
said. “'He ended up leaving Davey
Trec since his job required a lot
. . of standing and he could nat stand
" for log periods of fime afier his
* rehabilitation."” * i :

North Shore Express could not

be reach for comment. 3

. Judge George Martin saidlcases
- with abvards thls large are rela-
- fively rare, but b jury in his cour
. had mwarded n 5i5 milion Judg-
ment in the past, a slate record.

closing argument that Aublhi
had the besl oppportunity ito
keep Lhe accident from hoppen-
ing. v

“They (county officlals) wanl
lo blame Don for whal hap-
pened,” Royer said. “They
crealed 1he hozord Lhey are
bloming Don for not avolding.
They crealed a hazard that
erented a trop for Don"” PR

Defanse Altorney Roy Battlsta
claimed Richardson was driving
too lest for the snowy condlUong
that dark morning and he vlo-
laled the assured clear distance

citatlons were issued by siale
troopers in the erash, - .- 1 5

Aublhl tesified Mondaey that
when he gol out of the dump
truck to hook up & choin-to the
other- .molorist's - vehicle, .the
truck’s headlights, talllights,
plow lights, Meshing Hghts and
overhead bencon light were on. ,

Batlista said that according lo
law, if a vehicle §s golng to Block
a lane of the road, the vehicle
must be visible at least 200 feet
awany, He sald the truck’s lights
were visible 340 feet away and
the entire Lailgale of the truck
was vislble al 243 fecl away, well BN
within ihe law’s perameters. | | .

"The truck as It was parked
was In compliance with statute,”
Battista said. “The law doesn't
soy o pul out flares, relleclive
triangles, \ralTic cones or signs.”




