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IT'S A FACT
ABOUT CLEVELAND

A fier Gen. Moses
Cleaveland of the

Connecticul Land Co ar-
nved 1n 1796, s survey-
ors mapped oiit the city-

Dentist blamed with treatment error

By DERRA DENNIS

LAY DFALEA ot e
AKRON — A denlis1 accused of
wronglul death afler a patient
choked on a piece of gauze made
a misteke in the patient's treat-
ment but did nat cause him 1o die,
a defense altorney said yester:

zy.
Dr. John Santin 15 on trial in
Summit County Commen Pleas
Court fighting allegations wn o
civil suit that s actions ied to the
choking death of an Akron man
Steven Kawcezk, 41_died in May
1994, afler he was rushed 10 a
hospital feom Santin's dental of-

fice 1n Green. Santin had ex-
racted all of Kawczk's upper
teeth after putiing him under a
general anesthetic.

During opening stalements yes-
lerday, Santin's attorney, Richard
Rymond, congeded that his client
erred in his treatment of Kawezk.

“He feels Lerrible abour ir,”
said Rymond, "If there were any
way in the world he could bring
Mr. Kaweczk back, he would. The
mistake he made was placing a
piece of gauze in thal was capable
of going down the airway.

“Not & day goes by that he
doesn’t relive it Nol a day goes by

ther he doesnt feel for Mrs.
Kawczk."

Sandra Kawczk is sving the
deptist for medical malpractice 1n
her husband's demhb. She has
asked & jury in the courtroom of
Judge James Williams to award
damages in excess of SB million. .

Rymond told the jury that San-
un acted in accardance with his
medical training and education.

"These were very unusual cir-
cumstances. Dr. Sanun didn't
know what was going 10 happen.
Ee is a boght and 1alented oraf
surgeon who chose his profession
nol to hurt anyone. He chose his

career out of & desire ta contnb-
ute: He wanled 1o help his pa.
uents. He didn't” know he was
making a mistake," Rymond said

Timothy Scanlon, an anormey
whe represears Kawczk's family,
seid Santin’s concession that he
was negligem was énsufficient
and that his actiens wem beyend
fraling to use ordinary care

Scanlon called Santin's conduct
'putrageous.”

“Whal is clear 15 thul after the -
surgery was finished and before
he was responsive, Dr Santin put
I s mouth a small gauze pad
with no string attached,™ Scanlen

said.

“Thal gauze pad, soaked with’
blood, got into hils “windpipe."
Scanlan added, Scanlon  said
there were signs that samething
was wrong. Kawezk's biood pres-
sure. he said. had elevated and be
showed an irregular beart beat.

Lori McCauley, a surgical as.
sislant who also is named i the
lawsust, was the first 1o notice
that the gruze pad was missing,
Scanlon said Rantin sard MeCau-
ley searched on 1he floor and 1he
surgical 1ray for the gauze stnp
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