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By WILLSON CUMMER
PLAIN DLALIR REMORTIN

AKRON ~— An out-of-court sat-.
tlement has been reached inTa
wrongiul death suit against a den-
tist whase patient died after cho}f-
ing on a piece of pauze durigg
SUCBELY.

A lawyer for the victim's famﬁi,v
said yesterday that the settlemalit
ended the lawsuit, but not the
mourning for the family ofsge;h
Kawezk, 41, who died in }May
1994, after paramedics too
from the Green office of Dr.Mokn
Santin to Akron City Hqspita&.’ )

LA T UTR DA RS T

"The family is very emotionatly
wounded over Steven Kawczh's
death.” said lawyer Timdthy
Scanlon. “The settiement is fnly
an end of the lawsuit. Tt doeBn't
end the pain. But [ think ifa a
step on the road, having the dse
over with,” ~

Terms of the settlement were
not disclosed. The lawsuit @ad
asked for damages in excess of $8
million. Scanlén said malpraciice
insurance that covered Sagtin
and his surgical assistant Eori
McCautey, also named in the {aw-
suil, would pay for the settlerent,
He said the insurance had B;53
million ceiling, b

Ry
Scanlon said the Akron Gity
Hospital and paramedics féom
Green would not pay the sertie-
ment, though they were defpn-
donts in the civil lawsuit.

4
Family members of Kawpzk
could nat be reached yesterday.

A trial in the case began %eac.
10, but was cut short Morday
when the settlement was reacijed.

Scanlon told jurers that Sagatin
had extracted Kawczk's ugper_
teeth, after putting him undey a
general —mnesthetic. The demtist
put a gavze pad into Kawcik's
mauth after surgery. The padbe-
came soaked with blood find
lodged in the patient’s windplpe,
he said. .

LT
Scanlen's lawyer, Richard ﬁy-
mond said: “He accepts respoffsi-
bility for what happened in higof-
fice. And he feels terrible for Mrs.
Kawezk and her loss.” -

Kawczk was the head custoijan
at Voris Elementary School irfi&k-
rone. He was the father of thfee
children. -
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