Man hurt--
in hospital
1in 1991

dies-at 27

* Walsh Jesuit graduate
in partial coma retained
awareness, mother says

By OREN DORELL
Hevera Foymmal wyf wmier

For seven years, Sharad K lal
- suffered a parlial coma thal se-
wn;lely limited his ability to move
an

Bul his family knew thal h
was stll aware ef whal was going
ot arpund him.

When his younger brother
walked by his bed at Alaon
home. he would follow Lbe sound
by luming his head

And the day his mother told
nim that his condition led to a8 ma-
jor policy change al St Thomas
Hospital, it brought tears o his

Mr Lal died on Friday. He was
27. He was a premedical student
who entered a coma and never re-
covered afler checking in at St
Themas with leg pain in Novem-
ber 19931,

Mr. Lal had hoped o lollow in
Lhe footsileps of his father, Dr. Ma-
nohar Lal, an obstetrics and gyne-
cological speaalist al SL Thomas,
acearding to Constance Lal, Shar-
ad's mother.

Mr. Lal gradualed from Walsh
Jesuil High School in 1989, where
he was an energetic member of
Lhe foolball leamn. He was enrulled
in a premed program at tha Uni-
versity of Cincinnali when he en-
tered SL Thomas' pain manage-
ment clifie. " 777 -

By Lhe time he was moved 1o a
duferent hospilal six weeks later,
he was so severely brain damaged
that he would need 24-hour care
for Lhe rest of his life.

In 199, 8 jury awarded Lhe
Lals $10 8 million in their malprac-
tice lawswl apgainst two doclors
whe Lrealed their son The jury
verdick againgl St Thumas doclors
Rashar Mubashir and Fredenck
Marquinez was handed down after
six hours of deliberabions in a trial
thal tasted more Lhan a wook SU
Thomas seited with the famity eul
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of court for an undisclosed
amounlL

Mr Lal died afier bemng treated
for Hodgan's disease, Constance
La) said

Akon attorney Tim Scanlon,
who represented the Lals m their
lawsnis. sasd -1 donl think there is
ary question” that Mr Lal's death
was a resull of inunes he incurred
in the 1951 acodent al 5L Thomas

~Like all brain-injured and
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Mubashur, ordered high desages of
morphine for Mr. Lal who was
then 20, 16 cope with the leg pain.

When Mr. Lal developed side
effects the nexi day. including an
inabiity Lo urinate. doclors were
notificd butdid nol respond Staff
members algo faded to monitor
Mr. Lal's wital signs for 14 hours
while wajting for a response.

Afer his heart stopped because
of the marphine, it ook 28 min-
ules Lo revive lum The brain dam.
age was mostly ureversible.

Constance Lal said she wept to
the hespital “all lhe ume”.afler
thal.

=1 wld him he was absolutely
strong encugh lo survive.,” she
said.

On the loth day of lus coma
she told her son the hespilal post-
ed new prolocols because of what

sem: comatnse people, they are-——ppeted, and 'tears came down

subject n cunan condilioas which
generally degrade the body”
Scanlan sad

No further lawsuils will be [led,
he smd

Manohar Lal. who also prac
Uces al Alamn Cwenerad Medicad
Center. sand hus Son was 2 posibve
and happy young rmin

L) was practang al 5L Thom-
as al the umie bul acenrding! 1o
Constance Lal, no haspial stalY
rvur apolopzed W the Camily

Alaqon ailomes Tom Treadon
whn represcnted St Thomas. said
yesterday he didnt ke o the
hospital cvr apologhzed.

“I's arguable that an apology
wiuld be an admessien of habilily.”
Treadon ~aid

~ Albert _F. Gilbert, Summa

Meallh Syslem president and chicf
executive nificer. relvased the ol
lowing stalement lale yeswrday
“Fere very sormy Wb hear of the
Lals" luss. Uur sineere sympathy
s with the fanuly We wre also ex
tremely sorry for the pan and suf-
fering they huve endured 4% a
resull of the mulakes mude »n
their son's care.”

Lal swd he cut back bis prac
tice considerubly afler the aco

both his cheeks, she said

Mr. Lal's heanng was always
intact, she said.

Sthee then, ke was Lrealed at
several hosputals, including Lake
Erie lnsulute of Rehablnavon in
Ene, Pa. which speaabzey i real-
ing pabents wath bran injunes.

Eventually, he was lransfermed
home Lo be cared for by hus famuly
His abihiy 1o communcate was
limsted Lo laughter

The Lals descmbed Lheir son as
a geperous, spinted and fun-loving

ung man

Afler Lhe acodenL Lal tonk
a greal wlerest ;o ks younpest
brather. Jehonathan, now 5. Con-
slance Lal said

He would laugh al his jnkes

.and. hyn fls head whanever hee

heard Jehonathan pass by. she
sand
. .Mr. Lal 1s also survived by
brothers Rajrv, 29. Dev. 26, and
Dev's wife Tiffan. all of Akron.
Services wall be al 4 p.m. Sun.
day al Weslminster Presbytenan,
Church, 1250 W Exchange Sl.,
where Dr Clfford J Hapes will
ufbiaale.
The family asked that, in beu of
Mnwers. mownery make donalions

dent and lonk off the past iy . 1 Lhewr @vonte chanly w Sharad

months to help hs famuly He
wilh the tragedy .-

“If possible. I wauld avmd put
ung blame on anybody beeause
whal has hzppencd has happencd
and 1t -cannol be undone” Lal
gaid "I don’l wanl pauenty la ke
confidence in the medical system ™

Rcturning to work at St Thom
as had been awkward, bul he has
focused on being a professionsal,
he said - be h :

T _supposed Lo a physr
ciurﬁfbnmd ’

Tral teatimeony revealed that
Marguinuz. & hematology ‘and an-

ealogy specalist end omployee af

lals name
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